
Orange Park Community Theatre 
                  Your key to entertainment! 

 

The Stage Whisper 
September 2016 

 

Our season of productions are sponsored in part by the State of Florida, 
Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council 
on Arts and Culture.  This musical also sponsored by the Tom Nehl Fund 
of the Community foundation. 

The Umbrella Opens - 
Friday, September 9th thru Sunday, October 2nd.  

For more information and to book tickets visit 

www.opct.info  

or call for reservations:  904-276-2599 

Don’t miss this family fun entertainment! 

 

Starring Michelle Nugent Munley & Will Cook 

 

Season Tickets are also on sale now.   

Don’t miss the opportunity to enjoy five great  

performances for one low price! 

And our season continues….. 

So get your season ticket now and save money! 

         2900 Moody Road, Orange Park, Florida 32073 



 

$$$$ A THOUSAND THANK YOUS $$$$ 

 

We were fortunate last year to have several of 
our teenagers step forward to spearhead fund 
raising events for our theatre.  This year, Praniti 
Kudre, has joined our team of star fundrais-
ers!  She has been a member of the OPCT 
family since she was 8 years old when Connie 
Senkowski had the excellent foresight to cast 
her in Oliver. 
 

In the years since, Praniti has appeared in over a dozen productions includ-
ing Willie Wonka, Little Shop of Horrors, Carousel, Anything Goes, White 
Christmas, Lucky Stiff and currently Mary Poppins. Leading and organizing 
a team of 6 volunteers, she has raised a total of $1,000 by working a con-
cession stand at TPC this past spring which she hopes will help OPCT 
grow and expand.  Her team consisted of Denise & John Wilkinson, Emmy 
Hall, Ashley Carter, and Nitin & Prajakta Kudre.   
  
Praniti says, "The people associated and passionate about OPCT literally 
raised me, developed me and fulfilled the need of the actor, singer and 
dancer in me in my second family. I am very, very thankful to OPCT for fill-
ing my childhood with so many artistic and creative opportunities!" And 
OPCT replies, "We have enjoyed every moment you have spent with us 
and we look forward to watching you fulfill your dreams throughout your 
life!"  A thousand thanks! 

President’s message: 

The summer has ended and our youth and teen workshops and the   
fabulous performances that they gave are now history. Over the years, 
I’ve had a hand in raising many of our young thespians and I have great 
pride in watching them grow and gain confidence. The down side is that 
I’ve also waved goodbye to a great many of them as they pursue their 
own dreams. Some people deal with empty nest syndrome—I’m faced 
with empty stage syndrome! 

Early on I was guided by choir and drama directors, such as Joe Burt, 
Kenneth   Robinson and Cindy Alexander who helped me in the journey 
of discovering my  talent and desire to sing and entertain in the theatre.  
Long before I started my “official” connection to OPCT, I auditioned for 
The Fantastiks, my favorite show of all time, in 1972.  Or was it 1973?  
Time does pass quickly, doesn’t it?  I didn’t get a part but it did motivate 
me to appear on stage and after a production of Animal Farm at Forrest 
High School, I was hooked!  

As we take to the stage to entertain you with this wonderful production of 
Mary   Poppins, bring the younger members of your family.  Encourage 
them to follow their dreams no matter where those dreams may take 
them! Our next young actors workshop (6 to 18) starts on October 4th—
go to our website at www.opct.info for more details. 

“Act well your part: there all the honor lies.” 

                                            Meet me at the theatre!    

       Tim DeBorrde 

CALENDAR 
 

Sept 9th thru Oct 2nd:  Mary Poppins Friday & Saturday 
nights at 8 pm 
Sunday Matinees at 3 pm 
 

Sept  13: Board Meeting 7 pm 
 

Auditions for Bye Bye Birdie:  
  Sept 17th at 2 pm and Sept 18th at 7 pm 
 

Oct 4 - Young Actors Workshop starts work on Alice @ 
Wonderland 
 

More details at www.opct.info 
 
Would you like this newsletter delivered to your email box each month?   

Then let us know by sending us an email to: 
   TheStageWhisper@gmail.com 

Young Actor's Fall Workshop  
Applications now being accepted 

 
 
    Starts on October 4th 
          Ages 6 to 18 
   Each Tuesday & Thursday 
        4:30 pm to 6:30 pm 

 
Performances of Alice @ Wonderland will end the workshop on 

Friday, Dec 2 at 7pm; Saturday, Dec 3 at 7 pm;  
and Sunday, Dec 4 at 3 pm. 

 

Please visit the "Workshop" section of our website at 
www.opct.info for an application and pricing information. 



Meet the Stars of Mary Poppins! 
 

Michelle Nugent Munley (Mary Poppins) has been part 

of the OPCT family for many years. She was last seen 

on our stage as Annabel in last season's production of 

Lucky Stiff.  Michelle has performed extensively both   

professionally and in community theatre and her favor-

ite roles include Maria in The Sound of Music, Marian 

Paroo in The Music Man, and Anna in The King and 

I.  Michelle was also a member of The Voices of Liber-

ty in Walt Disney World/EPCOT and has served as 

adjudicator for theatre competitions, vocal contests 

and pageants. Currently she maintains a private voice 

studio in Fleming Island and leads worship at Christ Church Jacksonville Angli-

can while homeschooling her daughter Amelia, who shares the stage with her 

in this production of Mary Poppins! 

 
Will Cook (Bert) is new to the OPCT stage but he has been involved in acting 
ever since he landed his first role as Perchik in Fiddler on the Roof at the North-
east Florida Conservatory.  From that point on he has performed in five addition-
al shows, being cast as Sky Masterson in Guys and Dolls, Will Parker in Oklaho-
ma, Charlie Cowell in The Music Man, Charlie Bates in Oliver and a sailor in 
South Pacific.  Will has ten years of training in violin, four years in voice and has 
recently started singing with a quartet.  When not on stage Will is a full time stu-
dent at Full Sail University majoring in Digital Cinematography.  He is also an "A" 
rated fencer having competed in several regional and national tournaments. He 
currently works part-time as a Fencing Coach at Jacksonville Fencing Club.   

NOW IN REHEARSAL:  

Director Vicki Lowe would like to thank all of the actors who took the 
time to come out to the "Farce" auditions and looks forward to work-
ing with this great cast and crew: 
  
Eric Sheridan - George Hawkins 
Billie Dwyer - Sarah Pendergraft 
Karen Brown - Aimee Low 
Mayor Meekly - Steve McMahon 
Agent Frank - Carter Cheatum 
Todd - Jeff Richardson 
Mary Meekly - Kelly Franks Weaver 
 
Aimee Low is our Assistant Director & Todd Low is our Producer 
Greg Barnes is our Stage Manager & Ashleigh Lowe is our ASM 
Joanne Brenner is our Set Designer/Construction Supervisor 
Irene Cheatum is our Set Dresser/Props Mistress 

Downstage by Emma Catharine 
                         

Hello OPCT family and friends! My name is Emma   
Catharine, and this is my first of (hopefully) many re-
ports from life as a stage management student at the   
University of  Central Florida in Orlando. This has been a 
dream that I have fought to realize ever since I stepped 
foot into OPCT five years ago and realized that theatre, 
particularly backstage work and stage management, was 
what I wanted to do for the rest of my life. I've been living 
on my own now since the middle of August, and it has 

been crazy adjusting to college life and my insane schedule. 
  
Here at UCF, I have the opportunity of working with multiple professionals 
who have worked on Broadway and with several of the national tours - in fact, 
Claudia Lynch, who is the head professor and the stage management coordi-
nator, worked on the original production of Little Shop of Horrors, which was 
the first show I ever did at this theater. (Thank you Vicki Lowe!) 
 
I'm blown away by the talent of not only our professors, but our students. I 
moved onto campus a week early to help with the auditions for five shows 
simultaneously and so on my first day as a college student, I got to sit in and 
become part of the process. One of our students was recently in New York as 
a finalist for a large competition and got to perform on Broadway! Everything 
here is so massive and on such an astounding large scale. I cannot wait to 
see what's next! 
 
Thanks to all of you - Tim, Sally, Susan, Dave, Barbara, Sara, Vicki, & many 
others - for all of your time training and preparing me for this fabulous adven-
ture I'm now living! 
 
I'll leave it at that for this month. In the meantime, check out Mary Poppins, 
which opens this week starring a lot of my talented friends and is directed by 
two incredible directors, Connie Senkowski and Bob Houston. I'll be cheering 
everyone on from just a little farther downstage than usual! 
                                                              

      Emma Catharine, SM 
  
Editor's note:  Emma Catharine stepped into OPCT for one of our young ac-
tors workshops and simply refused to leave. She crewed, propped, lit, built, 

painted, acted, danced, sang and stage managed for us including recently 
stage managing The Addams Family, Wrong Turn at Lungfish, OPCT's Musi-
cal Theatre Showcase fundraiser and OPCT's Got Talent fundraiser.  She 
is the recipient of our OPCT Scholarship and a Disney Theatre Scholarship 
and is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University of Central 
Florida.  



Welcome to the September Orange Park Community Theatre Newsletter: 

“The Stage Whisper” 

If you’ve been paying attention, you know we’ve been under construction in more 
ways than brick and wood – in addition to our new bathrooms, we have a new 
President, some new volunteers on the board and now even a new editor-in-chief 
of this publication. Each month, I’ll introduce you to some of the actors and 
“techies” who make the magic happen on our stage and hopefully you’ll come and 
bring your families and LOTS of friends.  So, if you have any suggestions of what 
you’d like to see highlighted, please let me know!             

My email box is open - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! 

Joanne Quaile Brenner 
TheStageWhisper@gmail.com 

Coming Attraction:  Auditions for Bye-Bye Birdie! 
       

Calling all Talent - onstage & backstage 
  

     September 17th at 2pm 
     September 18th at 7pm 

 

Audition participants should be prepared to  
sing 16 bars of a song NOT in the show.  

Accompanist provided. 
Some dancing - dress comfy. 

Headshots not required but helpful. 

Shelley Hayes, Director 
 shellblue60@hotmail.com for more details 

Tim DeBorde, Music Director 

Yes!  The Bathrooms are OPEN! 

Our ADA compliant rest rooms are now open for business.   

Very special thanks to Connie Senkowski for “Director” duties on the project; Sara 

Green for her “Producer” expertise; Gary Bailey, our contractor who “Stage     

Managed” the production; the volunteers who gave their time painting and      

fundraising (our ensemble); and all of you who graciously donated every time     

we waved the collection tin in front of you.  

But the work isn’t over yet—Vicki Lowe is heading up the fund raising committee 

this year and she wouldn’t say “no” to any one who wants to help.  

And, we are always looking for donations of new items of value for our raffle      

table. (Bottles of wine and gift cards always accepted!)  

Contact Vicki at vicki.lowe@ymail.com to find out how to become involved! 

Calling all DIRECTORS!   
We are looking for Directors for our 2017/2018 season.   

 

  Please contact Tricia Williams at  

         hamlet551@gmail.com.   

          The deadline for applications is October 15th. 

TRAFFIC ALERT  - Beware of Dog! 
 
In order to expand, we had to build out. Literally. 
Our new rest room addition has taken a bite out of 
the parking on the south side of the building. While 
we have opened up the driveway again that goes 
around the back of the building, please be mindful of 
the new traffic patterns and signs!  Thank you! 
 
 

And yes, as a theatre, we're allowed to use props in any way we see fit.  
(Thanks to Mark and Jill Pellegrin for creating "Spot"!) 


